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DOMESTC AucerionAsenct

When a family pursues infant domestic adoption, there are several options available (ex. agency, facilitator,
doctor and attorney.) However, many families work with a licensed adoption agency as this can ensure additional
benefits for families. One of the added benefits of working with an agency includes licensed adoption agencies
are regulated by the state and held accountable for maintaining standards and complying with state and federal
laws. Each agency has their own set of restrictions and requirements in regards to their domestic program. The
following is a list of helpful questions to ask an agency when contacting to inquire about domestic adoption. We
recommend families to directly contact various agencies in order to gain a “personal comfort” level with each.
This is a very important decision and a family’s ability to obtain accurate information in regards to an agency’s
services, adoption process and costs is beneficial in a family’s decision for agency selection.

GENERAL AGENCY QUESTIONS
1. How long has your agency been licensed and placing children?
2. How many children has your agency placed in the last year? Placed in each of the past five years?

3. Approximately how many children has your agency placed for our family’s desired type of adoption in total
and in the last year?

4. Does your agency have religious or denominational affiliation or requirements?

5. If the child comes from a different state than the state I reside in, how much experience have you had in the
Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children?

6. How much experience does your agency have with the particular type of adoption that I am interested in (ex.
African-American, bi-racial, Caucasian, special needs?)

7. What makes your agency unique or stand out in the adoption arena?

8. Do you have a list of references in my area I can talk to who have recently used your agency to adopt?

ADOPTION PROGRAM QUESTIONS

9. What are your agency’s requirements for adoptive families (ex. age, marital status, previous divorce(s), number
of children already in the home, criminal background, financial/income required, health considerations?)

10. What is the average length of time it takes to find a child for a family? How many families are currently
waiting?
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11. What is the longest wait time for any of the families who have recently adopted?

12. Have average wait times for families increased, decreased or remained the same over the past 12, 24 and 36
months?

13. Do you specialize in helping place any particular ethnic group of children? If so, what percentage of the
children you place are in each ethnic group?

14. Where do your contacts come from in finding a birth mother?
15. What information does an adoptive family receive about the birthparent(s)?

16. What is your agency’s policy on open, semi-open or closed (confidential) adoption? How does your agency
define “open” adoption and “semi-open” adoption?

17. What degree of ongoing contact/communication between birthparent(s) and adoptive family/child does the
agency require, promote or allow?

18. How will you get my/our profile to birth mothers who might be interested? How does the matching process
work?

19. If adopting a newborn, when is the baby generally placed with the adoptive family?

QUESTIONS RELATED TO FEES AND COSTS

20. What are your fees for an adoption? When are the fees due?

21. What is an average dollar amount that I can expect to pay in total for an adoption when using your agency?
22. What is a total estimate for costs andf expenses (in addition to agency fees) that I can expect to pay for
an adoption with your agency (ex. home study, legal expenses, birthmother medical care expenses, Interstate

Compact expenses, etc.?)

23. What are factors that could affect the total dollar amount either higher or lower?

AGENCY EXPERIENCE AND POLICY FOR PLACEMENTS

24. If an adoption should happen to fall through, what is your agency’s policy on refunding money already paid?

25. How does your agency handle failed adoptions? (ex. Where on the wait list is a family that has experienced a
failed placement placed and there are any additional fees or costs imposed?)
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SERVICES PROVIDED BY AGENCY

26. Do you require that I use a specific home study provider?
27. Who specifically would I be working with at your agency?

28. What pre-placement training does your agency offer to adoptive families? Does your agency offer support
groups, social events, newsletters, etc. to families?

29. What type of post-adoption services does your agency provide after the adoption is completed? What services
are available for adoptive families experiencing post-placement problems in regards to their adoption?

30. Does your agency offer counseling and support services to birthparent(s) prior to and after the adoption?



