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International Waiting Child Adoption

The Waiting Child program helps find families for
children who are older, at-risk, and with medical or
special needs.

A child may become a waiting child due to
various factors:

 Children are simply older (school age).
 Children are part of a sibling group.

 Children have come from extreme poverty in their
country which can cause malnutrition,
developmental delays and medical issues.

 Children have physical, developmental and
medical challenges. A few examples include
paralysis, spina bifida, cerebral palsy, HIV/AIDS,
hepatitis, Down’s syndrome, etc.

» Children have experienced neglect,
abandonment, mistreatment or parental alcohol
and drug abuse.

Waiting Child FAQ:
Q: What does “special needs” mean?

A: The term “special needs” addresses a wide range
of concerns. These concerns often cause the children
to be harder to place than other children. One family
may be more comfortable with one child’s situation
and not comfortable with another child’s. Some
special needs may be correctable with a surgery
while others may require long-term care.

Q: Who would make a good family for a
waiting child?

A: Families need to look at their own family dynamics
and their preparedness to care for a child who has
special needs. Availability of special medical centers
and health insurance benefits may be a factor for
families.

It’s typically easiest to find homes for healthy
and young babies, but many people—
Christians in particular —feel called to adopt
older children or kids with special needs.

How willing would you be
to adopt a child ...
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Benefits of adopting a waiting child:

» These children are in need of a loving and stable home.

» The waiting child program has flexible requirements such as shorter referral times, flexible age limits
for parents, or the child’s country may waive a portion of their fees in order to increase the likelihood
of finding a family.

Concerns of adopting a waiting child:

* Minimal family or medical information may be available due to the children being abandoned.

« Some children have lifelong challenges and needs.




