Yi’¥ DOMESTIC SPECIAL NEEDS
LSM AGENCY OPTIONS

Below is a list of agencies specializing in placing special needs children. This is not a list of “recommended”
agencies or a claim to each agency’s ethical practices. This list is intended to be a “starting point” and resource
to help families narrow down agency options. The agencies are listed in no specific order. LSM recommends
reviewing agency web sites and then directly contacting each agency that your family is interested in pursuing.
Your family will need to verify the agency can work with your family based on eligibility and agency policy. Please
refer to LSM’s list of Questions to Ask Domestic Adoption Agencies.

A FAMILY FOR EVERY CHILD

http://www.afamilyforeverychild.org/
“In 2006, AFFEC was formed and developed into an organization focused on finding permanent and loving
adoptive homes for all waiting children. Our intention is to develop programs that assist special-needs/challenging-

to-place foster children in finding their own Forever Families.” Based in Oregon this agency offers profiles of both
Waiting Children and Waiting Families on their web site.

ADOPT AMERICA NETWORK

www.adoptamericanetwork.org/
“Adopt America Network is dedicated to helping place children with special circumstances, whether they are

physical, emotional or something else (for instance, older children and/or siblings).” Many of the children they
place our currently in Foster Care.

CHRISTIAN HOMES AND SPECIAL KIDS (CHASK)

www.chask.org

This agency’s purpose is to find Christian homes for children with special needs. CHASK has a date base of
more than 700 families who are ready to open their homes to a child with special needs. CHASK also provides
family-to-family support, helping families raise their child with special needs

NATIONAL DOWN SYNDROME ADOPTION NETWORK

www.ndsan.org

“Our program is considered a “connection point” between expectant/birth families, and adoptive families. We
charge no fees for our services. We have a registry of families who are home study-ready to adopt, and feel
called to adopt a child with Down syndrome.” The National Down Syndrome Adoption Network also has a list of
children currently in foster care who are waiting for adoptive families.
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RAINBOW KIDS

www.rainbowkids.com

RainbowKids began in 1996 as an advocacy resource for special needs and older children who languish in
orphanages around the world.

SPAULDING FOR CHILDREN

www.spaulding.org
“We are a private, non-profit adoption agency committed to finding families to adopt children that are placed

in the child welfare system including older children, children of color, brothers and sisters that need a home
together, and children with disabilities or challenges.” SFC does not charge any fees for adoption services.

SPECIAL ANGELS ADOPTION

www.specialangelsadoption.org
A licensed custodial adoption agency and advocacy group located in Ohio. Special Angels Adoption helps

adoption agencies or families place babies, toddlers, and at times older children with special needs into loving
and experienced families. Every month they help several babies/toddlers find their forever family.

SPENCE CHAPIN

www.spence-chapin.org

“Spence-Chapin is currently accepting applications from families who are open to adopting a child with significant
medical needs. The children are born in New York or New Jersey and are from diverse racial and ethnic
backgrounds. The infants and children in need of adoption have a variety of special needs, from significant

developmental issues to serious medical and congenital conditions. The conditions usually require therapeutic
and/or medical interventions during the child’s entire life.”

THE CRADLE

www.cradle.org/adoptive-parents/special-needs-adoption/special-needs-adoption-cradle

The Cradle places several Special Needs infants each year. Although the agency is based in lllionois they will
consider families outside of lllinois for these babies.

WACAP

www.wacap.org

Helps Families adopt children who are currently in foster care in Washington and Oregon who are legally free for
adoption. Children are typically 8 years and older.



